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FLITWICK TOWN COUNCIL  

 Minutes of the Extraordinary Flitwick Town Council meeting held on  
Tuesday 11th August 2026 at the Rufus Centre at 7:45pm 

 
Present: 
Cllr J Roberts (Chairman) 
Cllr I Blazeby 
Cllr F Patterson 
Cllr P Earles 
Cllr H Hodges 
Cllr L Bandy 
Cllr R Wilsmore 
Cllr L Hart 
Cllr S Long 
 
Also Present: 
Stephanie Stanley – Deputy Town Clerk & RFO 
1 member of the public 
 
 
6052. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 It was resolved to accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Harald (work), 
Thompson (prior commitment) and Toinko (holiday). 

6053. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 To receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members in relation to: 

(a) Disclosable Pecuniary interests in any agenda item – Cllr Wilsmore declared an 
interest for agenda item 4a – FTC Local Plan Consultation Response – in particular 
for any discussion relating to site 136553 (Church Road – Flitwick Parish). 

The Chairman advised that the site mentioned by Cllr Wilsmore would be discussed 
last for the agenda item so that Cllr Wilsmore could be present for the debate about 
other sites.  

(b) Non-Pecuniary interests in any agenda item – none. 

6054.  PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

 No items. 

6055. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

a. FTC Local Plan Consultation Response 
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The Chairman asked Members if they wanted to raise any specific or general 
comments about the document that had been circulated. 

Cllr Hart asked if members could approve for the Town Clerk to write a more 
lengthy introduction when she submitted the response to Central Beds Council 
(CBC).  

Cllr Blazeby asked why this was necessary and mentioned that a covering email 
draft had not been circulated for discussion at this meeting. 

Cllr Hart explained that she and Cllr Long had already drafted a covering email 
which set out more details. Cllr Blazeby commented that this had not been 
circulated and he would rather there was no added introduction submitted if it meant 
that there needed to be a debate on this.  

Cllr Hart referred to the decision made at the previous Council meeting where the 
Town Clerk had been given authority to make any changes she felt necessary 
following the Council’s decision. 

Cllr Blazeby reminded Cllr Hart about the issues caused at the previous meeting 
where a document that she had produced on the night about the Local Plan 
consultation response. He pointed out that this should never have happened and 
was the reason why an extra meeting needed to be called.  

Cllr Hart apologised for what happened previously.  

The Chairman advised that Cllr Hart could make a proposal about the covering 
email if she wanted to, but she chose not to. 

Cllr Long advised that the Town Clerk would need to do a covering email to submit 
the response, and the draft she had prepared was a short summary which stated 
that CBC would find the Town Council’s response attached, that it was divided into 
three sections, etc. Cllr Long explained that the draft email did not go beyond this 
and it was created to help officers in submitting the response.  

Cllr Hodges asked if the draft covering email mentioned how the Council had 
arrived at its decisions for the sites and Cllr Long confirmed that it did not cover this.  

Cllr Hodges advised that he wanted to make a comment about site 136553. 

Cllr Wilsmore left the meeting at 19:54. 

Cllr Hodges asked why site 136553 had been included as an objection.  

He was informed that this related to there being no services and the road being 
narrowed to one lane. Cllr Long added that the size of the site was an inappropriate 
extension to the settlement boundary. Cllr Hart explained that these would need to 
be added in and the road widened, and she thought this was not worth it. Cllr 
Hodges was happy with this explanation.  

Cllr Wilsmore re-entered the meeting at 19:57. 

Cllr Wilsmore pointed out that for site 136506, no decision had been included in the 
second column. Cllr Long commented that this was a mistake and she should have 
included ‘object’ in this column.  

Members discussed whether to assess each site individually or consider the 
document circulated as a whole and because of the extended discussion that had 
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taken place at the previous meeting, the Chairman suggested considering the 
document as it was. 

It was resolved to accept the document as presented with one amendment to 
include the word ‘object’ where appropriate for site 136506 (Froghall Farm). 
Cllr Wilsmore abstained from the vote. 
 

The DTC asked members if there was any reason why members were discussing 
the Town Clerk submitting this response on the last day of the consultation and 
suggested she send it the following day if members were happy. Members agreed 
that the DTC should send the response in the morning.  

Cllr Wilsmore commented that many residents had not received their copy of the 
Town Council’s leaflet/form about the consultation. Cllr Blazeby updated members 
that the Communications & Marketing Manager was doing all she could to sort this 
situation out and was following this up urgently with the distribution company.  

Members were advised that officers would promote the response to the consultation 
on the website and on social media the following day, which then could be shared 
to other local sites.  

Cllr Blazeby reported that the Council had been given a stall at the upcoming 
Flitwick Car Show inside the Village Hall on 16th August where copies of the 
consultation forms would be available for residents to complete and return. Several 
members had already confirmed that they could help man the stall on the day.  

Cllr Hart commented that two residents had informed her that they had attended the 
engagement session at the Village Hall last Friday around 1 pm, but nobody had 
been there to talk to. Cllr Wilsmore advised that the session was hosted by another 
group, FLAG; however, they may have left the hall once the Coffee Morning session 
finished. Cllr Hart explained that the promotion of the session included that 
representatives would be there until 1:30 pm; however, this did not happen. Cllr 
Blazeby reiterated that this was a session held by FLAG and he would ask why their 
representatives had left early.  

Cllr Hart advised that her copy of the Council’s leaflet had been delivered to her 
house, but it was in a brown envelope so it was nearly missed. She wondered if this 
could have happened for others. Members did not understand this since the 
Council’s leaflet was not delivered in an envelope. The DTC confirmed that the 
leaflets were not put in envelopes, so she was unsure how Cllr Hart had received 
hers in this way.  

 

b. Planning Improvement Working Group (PIWG) 

It was resolved to elect Cllr Long to the PIWG.  

 

 6056. EXEMPT ITEMS 

 The following resolution will be moved that is advisable in the public interest that 
the public and press are excluded whilst the following exempt item issue is 
discussed. 
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No items. 

 Pursuant to section 1(2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
Council resolve to exclude the public and press by reason of the confidential nature 
of the business about to be transacted. 

 

The meeting closed at 20:05. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………(Chairman) 

 


