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FLITWICK TOWN COUNCIL  

DRAFT Minutes of the Flitwick Town Council meeting held on  

Tuesday 15th September 2026 at the Rufus Centre at 7:45pm 

 

Present: 

Cllr J Roberts (Chairman) 

Cllr C Thompson 

Cllr F Patterson 

Cllr R Wilsmore 

Cllr H Hodges 

Cllr I Blazeby 

Cllr L Bandy 

Cllr S Long 

Cllr L Hart 

Cllr P Earles 

Cllr D Toinko 

 

Also Present: 

Cllr I Adams – Central Beds Council (CBC) Ward Member 
Stephanie Stanley – Deputy Town Clerk & RFO 

 
 

6067. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 It was resolved to accept apologies for absence from Cllrs Parsons (work), Platt (medical) 

and Harald (holiday).  

Members asked for the Council’s best wishes to be sent to Cllr Platt. 

Action: DTC 

6068. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 To receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members in relation to: 

(a) Disclosable Pecuniary interests in any agenda item – no items. 

(b) Non-Pecuniary interests in any agenda item – Cllr Long declared an interest for agenda 

item 12D – Community Fridge Steering Group – as she was a volunteer for the project. 

 

6069.   TOWN MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 It had been another busy month for the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor. They had 

attended the following civic events together: 

• Orchid Lawns Summer Party – a brilliant event with very welcoming staff and 

lovely residents. 

• Ampthill Town Mayor’s Curry Night Fundraiser. 

• Flitwick Town Football Club Award Presentation from Persimmon. 



 

 2  DRAFTCouncil/15092026 

The Deputy Town Mayor had attended the Houghton Regis Civic Service. 

The Town Mayor updated members that he had been thinking about having Town Mayor’s 

Cadets represented by the local uniformed groups. The Cadet(s) would be able to help at 

civic events and engagements, which would help build confidence in young people. Cllr 

Roberts commented that he was seeing how this might work in the background but 

wanted to inform members at the meeting that this was part of his upcoming plans and 

more details would follow.  

The Town Mayor advised that he would be organising a Men’s Health event at the Rufus 

Centre on 13th November alongside Heathwatch and a charity that encouraged men to 

talk. The aim was to promote physical and mental health and have representatives from 

organisations present. Flitwick & Ampthill Bathrooms and Flitwick Town Football Club had 

already supported the event. 

Members noted that Flitwick Town Football Club advertised the Community Fridge on its 

players’ kits.  

The Town Mayor thanked the Public Realm Team for their planting at the War Memorial, 

especially during the hot weather, which was exceptional. Members noted that many 

residents had commented on how attractive this area was.  

The Deputy Town Mayor asked members to support upcoming charity fundraising events 

by donating raffle prizes. She said this would support the Quiz Night, Christmas Lunch, 

Bingo Afternoon, and more.  

 

6070. Leader Update  
 

The Leader advised that he and the Town Mayor had regular meetings booked in with the 
Town Clerk to follow through any issues and ensure the officer team were supported. 
 
A meeting would soon be held with Cllr Adams and CBC officers regarding Section 106 
leisure funds. 
 
 

6071. REPORTS FROM WARD MEMBERS 

 Cllr Adams provided an update about the current Local Transport Plan consultation: 

• Ward Members had received a briefing that day and the consultation had been 

discussed at CBC’s Committee.  

• There were important aspects in the document, especially its weakness relating to the 

impact on Flitwick’s road network and considering Universal’s development, which was 

not included at all. 

• He mentioned that there was a need for the Strategic Plan to be future-proof. 

• There was a need for studies to be undertaken on arterial roads such as the High 

Street and Steppingley Road, including the railway bridge.  

• The document was silent about parking challenges, which had always been a big issue 

for Flitwick. A holistic approach to parking was required for towns with a train station, 

and to understand how this impacted residents. This required a broader discussion.  

• There was a 20mph approach around the schools, but this was not dealt with 

sufficiently. 

• The traffic plan needed to cover matters such as not waiting for roads to be adopted in 

new estates.  

• This was something that both the Ward Members and the Town Council should engage 

with.  
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Cllr Adams advised that changes to the planning process would take effect from 31st 

October 2026. After this date, Ward Members and Town Councils would be unable to 

request an application to be discussed at the Development Management Committee, as 

this route would largely be removed. This would be replaced by a ‘Gateway Test’ where 

senior Planning Officers would make decisions on planning applications.  

There was significant concern about the home-to-school transport provision. Cllr Adams 

had helped four SEND pupils from Flitwick since the school year began, and this was 

happening across CBC. CBC had called an extraordinary meeting to discuss the issues. 

Cllr Adams was very unhappy with the situation and pushed for answers, especially as the 

same thing happened last year.  

Questions 

Cllr Thompson referred to the planning change and asked if members needed to put 

something in place as the current Chairman of the Planning Improvement Working Group 

was unwell. Cllr Adams explained that members could not do anything about the new 

process, as it was going ahead, but applications submitted before 31st October could still 

be called in. He added that members needed to consider the consultation responses and 

how they were engaged with. Cllr Adams identified that ‘grey belt’ classifications (instead 

of greenbelt) would be a big issue for the town. He wanted Ward Members and Town 

Councillors to think about this together, as officer decisions could be the only chance.  

Cllr Adams left the meeting at 20:05. 

 

6072. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

 No items. 

6073.     INVITED SPEAKER  

   No items. 

6074. MEMBERS QUESTIONS 

Cllr Thompson mentioned the Climate Change Emergency Briefing Film scheduled to take 

place at the Rufus Centre on 18th November 2026. Cllr Toinko asked whether facilitators 

had been arranged, as he had contacts he could approach to request their attendance. 

Cllr Thompson commented that the Environmental & Community Manager would 

appreciate this help.  

Cllr Blazeby advised that SHARE: Flitwick & Ampthill were having a stand at the Eco Fair 

at Parkside Hall in Ampthill on 20th September. 

Cllr Thompson was approached by a resident about the postal service in Flitwick. This 

related to discrepancies with post box timings, etc., and she asked if other members had 

been contacted about the same thing. Cllr Thompson had agreed to contact Royal Mail for 

the resident, but she had explained that this would not generate a quicker response.  

Cllr Hart advised that CBC had arranged an Emergency Response Talk for 30th 

September at Flitwick Library. She aimed to attract other CERT members and said she 

had been asked to help with publicity for the talk.  

6075. MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEETINGS 
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a. For Members to approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held, on Tuesday 18th 

August 2026, this meeting was held at the Rufus Centre. 

It was resolved to adopt the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th 

August 2026 at the Rufus Centre as an accurate record of the meeting. 

b. For Members to receive and consider the resolutions and recommendations of the 

Community Services Committee meeting, held on Tuesday 1st September 2026, this 

meeting was held at The Rufus Centre.  

Members noted the resolutions from the Community Services Committee. 

6076.       MATTERS ARISING 

a. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th August 2026. 

No items. 

b.  Members to receive any updates from Officers. 

No items. 

6077.  OUTSIDE BODIES 

No items. 

6078.     ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

a. CBC Local Transport Plan   

 Members made the following comments: 

• Cllr Wilsmore commented that it was a very long document, and it would put people off 
reading it. There was not much content about Flitwick. 

• Cllr Blazeby highlighted that it was difficult to find the key points from the document, as 
Cllr Adams had done. He added that it was theoretical about transport ideas and had 
little content in the way of concrete plans.  

• Cllr Thompson echoed these views and asked if there was anything the Town Council 
could do to support Cllr Adams.  

• Cllr Long commented that it was important for the Town Council to submit a response 
especially due to the links this Transport Plan had with the emerging Local Plan. She 
advised that she would be happy to prepare a response based on the themes 
presented by Cllr Adams. 

• Cllr Hodges stated that at previous PIWG meetings, the traffic information used for 
Flitwick in surveys etc. was out of date. 

• Cllr Hart commented that the chicanes in Froghall Road were inappropriate. 

• Cllr Bandy commented that the most issues were in Windmill Road. 

• Cllr Wilsmore asked why consultations like this were presented with little notice. 

The DTC confirmed that the response deadline was 20th September. She explained that 
Officers would have put it on the August agenda for consideration if it had been received 
in time.  

It was resolved that Cllr Long would prepare a draft response to the CBC Local Transport 
Plan, giving the Town Clerk delegated authority to submit it.  

Action: Cllr Long/Town Clerk 
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b. Road Safety Partnership   

Cllr Thompson, Chair of the Community Services Committee, provided some background 

on this item, explaining that the Committee had considered the information at a previous 

meeting. The Committee was asked whether it wanted to submit a proposal for the 

Council to consider, and the documents were discussed at length.  

Cllr Thompson explained that the partnership would require a Town Council financial 

commitment, plus CBC design costs. CBC would adopt and maintain the assets. 

Members of Community Services had discussed maintenance issues with CBC and that 

this type of improvement was their responsibility. Cllr Thompson stated that the 

Committee decided nothing felt urgent enough to redirect the budget, so no 

recommendations were made.  

Cllr Blazeby advised that he had raised a couple of matters for the Town Clerk to follow up 

on, including a speed sign on Steppingley Road that had not worked for several years. He 

also asked about the legalities of having a speed sign as you come into Flitwick from 

Steppingley Road, as there was currently no signage.  

The DTC advised that officers had chased CBC regarding the two points raised by Cllr 

Blazeby, but no response had been received to date.  

Cllr Wilsmore reported that CBC would not put a ‘repeater’ 30mph sign in that location on 

Steppingley Road unless it was to be accompanied by speed checks. He commented that 

there were signs already installed on Fordfield Road, Froghall Road and from Steppingley 

direction.  

Cllr Hodges said speeding motorists were a significant issue in Flitwick and asked what 

would be needed to set up van-based checks. Cllr Wilsmore advised that historically, 

there were designated areas based on KSI incidents, but the regulations might have 

changed. Members discussed a previous Speed Watch initiative, but it was challenging to 

retain volunteers, and it was not enforceable.  

The Chairman said he had recently spoken to the Police about speeding in the Avenue, 

and they mentioned that people needed to send in reports/complaints, as the service was 

driven by statistics.  

Cllr Toinko referred to the discussion at Community Services regarding a ‘Welcome to 

Flitwick’ sign idea. He advised that there were 7 roads into the town, and the Committee 

were reluctant to include this as a proposal, as it would not cover all roads into the town.  

Cllr Wilsmore commented that the public had previously expressed interest in the Council 

providing more benches, but this was an option available for members regardless of the 

Road Safety Partnership. Members also discussed that the price for a bench through this 

scheme would be at a CBC-nominated cost, and the Council may re-discuss providing 

more benches upon receiving the capital receipt from the land sale project.  

Cllr Wilsmore referred to the earlier discussions about the signs in Temple Way not 

working. He advised that these were not CBC property but were installed by the Town 

Council over 20 years ago. The sign in Maulden way was CBC property however the other 

ones were not. The DTC confirmed that these signs were not on the Asset Register.  

Members decided not to submit any proposals via the Road Safety Partnership based on 

the debate above.  

c.  Local Plan Consultant - Quotes  
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Members noted the quotes circulated. Cllr Long referenced that only two quotes had been 

returned and asked the DTC how many requests for proposals were sent. The DTC stated 

she thought it was three but would need to check with the Town Clerk.  

Cllr Long commented that Quote B was open-ended, with day rates listed, raising 

concerns, whereas Quote A was clearer on overall costs. Cllr Long had no strong feeling 

on either quote and mentioned that the Council could wait and see if more quotes were 

received.  

The Chairman thought the quotes were interesting and commented on how the scope of 

each differed. He wanted to wait for another quote.  

Cllr Blazeby also thought the quotes were interesting and reminded members of earlier 

conversations that it might be appropriate to budget for this work for the 2027-28 financial 

year. He added that he supported waiting for a third quote, if it fit the budgeting schedule. 

The DTC confirmed that considering the item at the October meeting would not impact the 

budgeting schedule as the scrutiny meetings at Committee level were held in November 

and the Council did not agree the budget/Precept until January. 

Members discussed that the quotes served as indicative costs to aid the budgeting 

process. Cllr Wilsmore highlighted that most of the sites in the Call for Sites would not 

progress.   

Cllr Wilsmore asked whether it was a Council decision to progress with a quote for this, 

and the DTC confirmed it was. 

Cllr Toinko stated that the quotes were only valid for three months, and raised concerns 

about timing and elections next year, noting that the Council would be restricted in 

publicity ahead of the election process.  

Cllr Toinko asked if it would be appropriate for a site appraisal to be done first, but he was 

reminded that the sites needed to be confirmed first and the point of this item related to 

budgeting.  

Cllrs Long and Hart commented that the change in the planning process at CBC was a 

concern.  

It was resolved to defer the decision on this item until the Council had three quotes. 

Action: DTC 

d.  Community Fridge Steering Group 

 Members noted the circulated Terms of Reference. 

Cllr Thompson presented the key information, including that three Council members were 

required to join the Steering Group and that only one should be an active volunteer for the 

Community Fridge project. She said the Chairperson should be someone not on the fridge 

volunteer team, to maintain balance.  

Cllr Blazeby asked Cllr Thompson if she would be interested in being elected to the 

Group. She responded that she would do this if nobody else was interested in the role.  

Cllr Toinko pointed out the confusing terminology of naming the member not associated 

with the project as ‘independent’ and asked for this to be changed.  

Cllr Hart asked about the meeting frequency. Cllr Thompson advised that the group was 

envisaged to meet monthly to begin with, then stretch to every 6-8 weeks.  
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Cllr Earles mentioned that she was happy to stand as the non-fridge member, and Cllr 

Long put her name forward as a fridge volunteer representative.  

Cllr Hart asked whether the meetings would be online, and she was told they would be in 

a hybrid format.  

Cllr Blazeby mentioned that Cllr Harald, who had not attended the meeting, might be 

interested in joining the group, and members were keen to ask him.  

Action: Community Services Officer 

It was resolved to elect Cllr Earles (Chair) and Cllr Long to the Community Fridge 

Steering Group. 

Members noted that the other Group members were volunteers for the service (one from 

each operations role).  

Cllr Hodges requested an update about the Community Fridge, and members noted that it 

would be appropriate to do this with guidance from the Community Services Officer. Cllr 

Thompson stated that the Officer Report that the Community Services Committee 

received at the last meeting did not flag any concerns. Members requested that this be an 

information item at the next Council meeting. 

Action: DTC/Community Services Officer 

e.  Burial Report  

The Chairman commented that the report was good and provided members with options. 
 
Cllr Thompson asked where the money for the work was coming from. The DTC was 
unsure and assumed the officers involved would include a recommended budget code in 
the next paper when formal quotations were considered. The DTC explained that funds 
could be available in the community services revenue budget or reserves, or it might be a 
project to consider following the upcoming capital receipt.  
 
Cllr Blazeby provided some clarity regarding the officer’s recommendation to progress 
with quotes for the turning circle only, since the other suggestions would not create much 
benefit in terms of plot space. He advised members that 46 graves were reserved and 
highlighted that the other recommendation was to contact residents about these. Cllr 
Blazeby mentioned that some of these people could have moved or passed away already. 
He thought it was worth the officers spending some time on this.  
 
Cllr Blazeby commented that it was imperative that residents understood, after this work, 
that this was the Council's final option to provide more grave space. This was because no 
other ground was available. Cllr Long mentioned that this point was worth raising in the 
emerging Local Plan process as something that the Council would like to see in Flitwick. 
Members commented about the lack of land and that it was more likely to be used for 
housing.  
 
Cllr Patterson referenced the bollard mentioned in the circulated report and asked whether 
it would be fixed in concrete or have the functionality to unlock it. He asked if it would be 
better to have a gate if the roadway remained. Members noted that this would form part of 
the discussions with the Public Realm Team.  
 
Cllr Long advised that the bollard discussion needed to factor in consultation with burial 
ground users first. Cllr Wilsmore agreed and stated that a notice could go up at the site. 
He added that people should be told this was the Council's option to extend the number of 
grave spaces, but that there would be a downside: people would not be able to drive down 
there. Cllr Blazeby mentioned this could be a specific question in the Annual Residents’ 
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Survey, Cllr Wilsmore suggested it could be a Facebook post and Cllr Long commented 
that residents could also be encouraged to attend a Council meeting to share views.  
 

Action: Community & Environmental Manager (CEM)  

 
Cllr Hart commented that wildlife used the conifer hedge and she would not like to see this 
be removed. 
 
Cllr Thompson proposed proceeding with the Officer recommendations and for members 
to discuss this more in depth at a future meeting. Cllr Long requested to modify the motion 
to consult with residents which was redacted after advice that it was unknown at this stage 
if the suggestion of removing the turning circle only, could be done.  
 
It was resolved to: 
1. Progress with the quotations for removal of the turning circle only. 
2. Allow officers time to contact owners of reserved graves. 

 
Action: Town Clerk & CEM 

 
6079.     ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

a.           Finance Reports 
 
Members noted the circulated Balance Sheet as of 31st August and the Projects Fund 
Summary.  
 

 
6080. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

 No items. 

6081. EXEMPT ITEMS 

 The following resolution will be moved that is advisable in the public interest that the 

public and press are excluded whilst the following exempt item issue is discussed. 

No items. 

 Pursuant to section 1(2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Council 

resolve to exclude the public and press by reason of the confidential nature of the 

business about to be transacted. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:06. 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………(Chairman) 


