Present:

FLITWICK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Flitwick Town Council meeting held on
Tuesday 19" May 2026 at the Rufus Centre at 7:45pm

Clir J Roberts (Chairman)
Clir | Blazeby
Clir M Platt

CliIr F Patterson
Clir P Earles

ClIr R Wilsmore
Clir A Crawford
Clir L Bandy

Clir T Parsons
Clir T Harald

ClIr L Hart

ClIr D Toinko
Clir H Hodges
Clir C Thompson

Also present:

Clir I Adams — Central Beds Council (CBC) Ward Member
Stacie Lockey — Town Clerk & Chief Executive

Stephanie Stanley — Deputy Town Clerk & RFO

1 member of the public

5999.

6000.

6001.

6002.

ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2026-2027

Clir Platt advised that he was withdrawing his interest in standing for the role since.

It was resolved to elect Clir Roberts as the Town Mayor for the year 2026-27.

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Clir Roberts declared his Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2026-2027

Nominations were proposed and seconded for both Clirs Bandy and Platt. Members took
part in a written ballot, and votes were counted.

It was resolved to elect Clir Bandy as the Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2026-27.

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Clir Bandy declared her Acceptance of Office as Deputy Town Mayor.
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6003.

6004.

6005.

6006.

(a)
(b)

6007.

6008.

6009.

ELECTION OF LEADER FOR THE YEAR 2026-2027

It was resolved to elect Clir Blazeby as Leader for the year 2026-27.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY LEADER FOR THE YEAR 2026-2027

It was resolved to elect Clir Wilsmore as Deputy Leader for the year 2026-27.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

It was resolved to accept apologies for absence from Clir Snape (personal commitments).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members in relation to:
Disclosable Pecuniary interests in any agenda item — none.

Non-Pecuniary interests in any agenda item — none.

TOWN MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor had attended the following civic events since the last meeting:

Ampthill Town Council Civic Service

CBC Civic Service

Lord Lieutenant’s Service of Thanksgiving

FTC Quiz Night, which had raised over £500 for the Town Mayor’s Charities

The Town Mayor thanked Clir Thompson for being an excellent Quiz Master and the
Officers, particularly the Community Services Officer and the Town Mayor’s Secretary,
who helped make the event a success.

The Town Mayor recently joined a meeting with Clir Adams and the contractor developing
the Steppingley Road field.

LEADER UPDATE

Clir Blazeby wanted to pay tribute to the effort and work that former Leader Clir Snape had
put into the role. He mentioned that the Council would not be in the position it was in without
Clir Snape’s drive and determination to get projects and other things done. Clir Roberts
endorsed this view and stated that Clir Snape had done a fantastic job, particularly in the
way he drove the Council and initiated new proposals.

REPORTS FROM WARD MEMBERS

Clir Adams congratulated Clir Blazeby in his role as the new Leader and commented that
he was looking forward to working with him. Clir Adams advised that the Ward Members
often spoke to the Leader, as there was a shared interest in putting Flitwick residents’
interests at heart. Clir Adams mentioned that parking was a recurring concern in the FTC
Annual Residents Survey and thought it would be proactive to discuss it in the coming
weeks.
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Clir Adams paid tribute to Clir Platt for his term as the Deputy Town Mayor and in
particular, his work in speaking at the CBC Development Management Committee about
the Steppingley Road field planning application.

Clir Adams wished to congratulate Clir Snape on the work he had undertaken as Leader
as he had brought many Flitwick issues to the forefront in a much quicker way than it had
been done previously.

Clir Adams provided the following updates about his recent meeting with Persimmon,
contractors for the Steppingley Road field development:

e The meeting was focused on how to mark the fallen airmen and how some public
art could properly represent the aircraft crash

e Mark Rankine, a resident who did a lot of work in the town about this, had attended
and offered some ideas

e Another street name had been suggested for the site following consultation from
FTC

e The opportunity had been taken to see if the contractor could assist with improving
the area around the memorial stone at the Rufus Centre, and ideas about
sustainability were welcomed

e Dust pollution had been discussed, and the water bowsers were now on site

e The boarding had been erected, but Clir Adams was unsure how much impact this
would have on the dust

e There would be continuing residents’ concerns as the development progressed

The Chairman commented that this had been a productive meeting and that the contractor
was receptive to the suggested improvements to the memorial, given that the area gets
very wet in the winter months. He advised that once firmer plans were in place, a proposal
would be presented to the Council for consideration.

Clir Thompson asked if there was an option to relocate the memorial to the new estate, as
this might be more appropriate. Clir Adams responded that this idea was not discussed,
but it could be taken forward. He added that this was not included in any of the planning
stages and therefore was not a condition associated with the planning permission. Clir
Adams mentioned a community fund that could be bid for, and he was willing to be
involved in those discussions. Clir Wilsmore believed that it was far more logical to have
the memorial where the crash happened.

Clir Hart had attended the Inspectorate meeting/inquiry at CBC for this development and
remembered that there was supposed to be artwork or a memorial in the location of the
new development. Clir Adams stated that there was to be public art as a condition, but not
a memorial, and that the art was to be erected on the land next to the southern front. Clir
Adams explained that the exact location of the aircraft crash was unknown. Clir Hart
commented that the public art could represent the airmen.

Clir Hodges asked if Clir Adams had received any complaints about parking by users of
the Football Centre, since many Town Councillors had received complaints. Clir Adams
stated that he had written to the Section 106 (S106) Officers at CBC about this, as he felt
improvements were needed there. Clir Adams had spoken to the Club Owners, who had
suggested where additional parking could be located. The Club did not have the capital to
fund this improvement, but Clir Adams believed it could be financed through S106. The
Chairman commented that the Council would support this as there was an extensive
problem, especially on Sunday mornings. Clir Thompson pointed out that the Club had
worked hard and done everything they could to stop the disruption on nearby roads. Clir
Adams reiterated that the Club needed more on-site parking.
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CliIr Toinko advised that two vehicles often parked on the corner of the road and asked if
this could be raised as an enforcement point. Clir Adams commented that he would try but
photographic evidence of the unlawful parking would help and then these could be
forwarded to the Head of Parking.

Clir Adams left the meeting at 20:13.

6010.

a)

b)

MEMBERSHIP OF STANDING COMMITTEES

For Members to determine membership of the Town Council’s Standing
Committees and Working Groups that report to Council

The Chairman advised that Clirs Wilsmore and Earles had indicated on their preference
forms that they wished to stand for both the Appeals and HR Committees. Both Members
were informed that this was not permitted and that they could only sit on one of these
Committees. CliIr Earles indicated that she would be on Appeals and Clir Wilsmore would
stand for the HR Committee.

Business Development & Finance Committee

It was resolved to elect the following Members to the Business Development & Finance
Committee: Clirs Blazeby, Parsons, Harald, Hodges, Roberts and Thompson.

Clir Blazeby asked about the membership for the former Corporate Services Committee
and wondered if this new Committee could operate with 6 Members in the same way to
avoid quorum issues. The Town Clerk advised that the former Corporate Services
Committee had 6 Members, but amending the number to 6 here would not affect whether
a meeting was quorate, since there needed to be 3 Members present for it to be quorate,
regardless.

Community Services Committee

Since more Members wished to join this Committee than there were spaces available (10
interested, 8 spaces), a written ballot was held to determine the membership. The votes
were counted by the TC and the DTC.

It was resolved to elect the following Members to the Community Services Committee: Clirs
Toinko, Bandy, Crawford, Harald, Platt, Thompson, Wilsmore and Earles.

HR Committee

It was resolved to elect the following Members to the HR Committee: Clirs Blazeby, Harald,
Roberts, Snape and Wilsmore.

Appeals Committee

It was resolved to elect the following Members to the Appeals Committee: Clirs Thompson,
Earles, Hart and Parsons.

Planning Improvement Working Group (PIWG)

It was resolved to elect the following Members to the PIWG: Clirs Crawford, Hart, Hodges,
Patterson, Platt and Wilsmore.

For Members to appoint Chairmen for Standing Committees

It was resolved to elect Clir Parsons as Chairman of the Business Development & Finance
Committee.
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6012.

6013.

6014.

It was resolved to elect Clir Thompson as Chairman of the Community Services
Committee.

It was resolved to elect Clir Roberts as Chairman of the HR Committee.
It was resolved to elect Clir Thompson as Chairman of the Appeals Committee.

It was resolved to elect ClIr Platt as Chairman of the PIWG.

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

It was resolved to elect Clir Wilsmore as the Police Priority Setting Representative.

It was resolved to elect Clir Bandy as the Flitwick Village Hall Management Committee
Representative.

It was agreed by Members to send a Councillor on an ad hoc basis to attend the Planning
Improvement Representative to attend the CBC Development Management meetings.

It was resolved to elect Clir Hodges as the Patient Group (Flitwick Surgery)
Representative.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

A resident asked several questions about the provision of community services and
specifically about the survey responses regarding events for older people. Clir Thompson,
Chairman of the Community Services Committee, advised that the Committee had yet to
meet to discuss the survey outcomes, but she stated that activities were being organised,
including the new Coffee & Cake sessions, afternoon tea, and the Cinema Club.

The resident commented that the number of survey responses from residents was
disappointing. She asked what the Council did with the information generated. Clir
Thompson explained that most of the events programme was handled by officers, but that
survey outcomes were due to be discussed at the next Community Services meeting. The
resident was informed that this would cover all aspects of community provision, including
allotments and parks.

Clir Blazeby highlighted that some of the details from the survey responses had been
presented at the Annual Assembly meeting on 28™ April.

The resident asked about some of the demographic questions and whether they were
included for legal reasons. Clir Blazeby explained that these were not included for legal
reasons but to break down the data. He provided examples such as the demographic
understanding in relation to the "safety at night" question and the split between male and
female respondents. ClIr Blazeby commented that the comments included feedback on
events for older people and that the Council could track the demographic information for
these events. Members explained that completing the demographic information section
was not mandatory.

INVITED SPEAKER
No items

MEMBERS QUESTIONS
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6015.

No items.

MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEETINGS

For Members to approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held, on Tuesday 215
April 2026, this meeting was held at the Rufus Centre.

It was_resolved to adopt the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21¢
April 2026 at the Rufus Centre as a true record.

For Members to receive and consider the resolutions and recommendations of the
Community Services Committee meeting, held on Tuesday 5" May 2026, this meeting
was held at The Rufus Centre.

The resolutions of the Community Services Committee meeting held on Tuesday 5" May
2026 were noted.

For Members to receive and consider the resolutions and recommendations of the HR
Committee meeting, held on Monday 11" May 2026, this meeting was held at The Rufus
Centre.

The resolutions of the HR Committee meeting held on Monday 11" May 2026 were noted.

For Members to receive and consider the resolutions and recommendations of the
Business Improvement & Development Board Committee meeting, held on Tuesday 12t
May 2026, this meeting was held at the Rufus Centre.

The resolutions of the BI&DB Committee meeting held on Tuesday 12" May 2026 were
noted.

i) Members were asked to consider the recommendation below:

It was recommended to approve Option 3, an Audio Access System, at a cost of
£7,992.52, via EMR 314 (£7,175) funding part of it, and the remaining funds from
the Central Projects Fund (£817.52).

Clir Blazeby advised that he had watched the meeting recording and asked whether it was
correct that the chosen system could add the video feature if the Council wanted to do so
later. The DTC confirmed that this was possible.

Clir Blazeby was interested to understand how it was known that few tenants used the
intercom system. He added that the tenants required the system for weekend and evening
work, and that the buzzer function sometimes failed, leaving clients unable to access the
building. Clir Blazeby did not think this was acceptable; however, he understood that the
video element had higher cost implications. He asked if tenants had been asked if the
video element would be beneficial before the Council decided.

Clir Patterson had attended the BIDB meeting where this proposal was discussed and
advised that many of the tenants used their mobile phones to communicate with
customers on their arrival. He added that the Business & Facilities Manager had informed
Members that the proposed system allowed for upgrades later. Clir Blazeby commented
that it was £200 more per handset to have a safer system and he thought this proposal
was limited.

Clir Patterson advised that the BFM had recommended Option 3 presented.
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6016.

6017.

6018.

It was resolved to approve the BIDB recommendation to upgrade the Audio Access
System, at a cost of £7,992.52, via EMR 314 (£7,175) funding part of it, and the remaining
funds from the Central Projects Fund (£817.52).

MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 215t April 2026 - no items.

Members to receive any updates from Officers — no items.

OUTSIDE BODIES

No items.

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

Civic Protocol

It was resolved to adopt revised civic protocol.

Internal Audit

It was_resolved to appoint Auditing Solutions as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the
2026-27 financial year.

Action: DTC

Central Bedfordshire Local Plan 2025 — scoping consultation

The Town Clerk advised that the upcoming consultation on submitted sites for the Local
Plan was due on 1%t July. Members agreed that this would be more relevant.

It was resolved to wait for the further consultation report that included the submitted sites.

Town Mayor’s Allowance Budget

Clir Blazeby asked for a reminder about what the Town Mayor’s Allowance budget was
for. Members were informed that this budget was to fund the Town Mayor’s expenses,
such as mileage claims and tickets for civic engagements throughout the year. The DTC
explained that this budget also included a provision for the annual Civic Reception.
Members were informed that the Deputy Town Mayor could also claim from this budget to
cover expenses for their civic engagements.

Clir Hodges questioned whether the Council needed to consider reducing the budget for
future years, given the significant underspend. He asked whether the Council was
permitted to send the unspent funds to a charity and commented that he was unsure
whether he was comfortable with this, given that it was taxpayers' money.

Clir Thompson advised that this had been done historically, and she believed residents
may prefer it to go to charity rather than fund civic expenses.
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https://centralbedfordshire.oc2.uk/document/91

6019.

a.

i)

6020.

6021.

The Chairman commented that in previous years, the entire budget had been spent. He
added that previously it had been challenging to secure raffle prize donations, and in such
cases, the budget was used to purchase some to support Mayor events.

Clir Blazeby agreed with Clir Hodges’ comments and shared the concern about the unspent
funds going to charity. He added that the Town Mayor’s Charity was an independently run
body separate from the Council. ClIr Blazeby stated that the Council did not decide where
the Charity’s funds were donated.

Clir Thompson explained that the Charity Constitution helped with this. She also advised
that the Council had already cut the grants programme. CliIr Blazeby responded that he
would prefer the unspent funds be put into community grants decided by the Community
Services Committee. He felt this would be more democratic.

Some Members discussed that they would prefer to roll the unspent funds to this year’s
allowance budget.

It was resolved to put the unspent funds from the Town Mayor’s Allowance budget 2025-
26 into General Reserves.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Finance Reports

Balance Sheet
Projects Fund

Both finance reports were noted.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

No items.

EXEMPT ITEMS

The following resolution will be moved that is advisable in the public interest that the
public and press are excluded whilst the following exempt item issue is discussed.

Confidential Report

Members noted the Confidential Report for the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday
215t April 2026 at the Rufus Centre.

Pursuant to section 1(2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Council
resolve to exclude the public and press by reason of the confidential nature of the
business about to be transacted.

The meeting closed at 21:02.

SN (Chairman)
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